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Dear Reader, 

We are pleased to share with you the third and final newsletter of the MEMOCRACY Research 
Consortium (2021ï2024), sponsored by Volkswagen Stiftung (the first and second newsletters can 
be found at the MEMOCRACY website). 

 

The MEMOCRACY project tackled the legal and political challenges posed by memory laws in 

contemporary Europe. The term "memocracy", coined specifically for this study, refers to "ruling on 

the basis of memory". MEMOCRACY adopted a transdisciplinary research approach to integrate 

knowledge across fields such as comparative constitutionalism, socio-legal studies, critical legal 

studies, international relations, and Central and Eastern European area studies. The project has 

significantly contributed to understanding the link between the erosion of fundamental democratic 

rights and the rise of nation-centric memory governance in CEE. 

 

Key outcomes of our research consortium include:  

¶ Thematic Workshops with Stakeholder Engagement:  International workshops were held 
at the University of Cologne and the Polish Academy of Sciences (PAN) in 2022; the Vabamu 
Museum (Estonia) in 2023; and the T.M.C. Asser Institute in The Hague (The Netherlands) 
and the European University Institute in Florence (Italy) in 2024. 

¶ Policy Study Reports:  Comprehensive study reports on memory laws in (1) Germany, (2) 
Poland and Hungary, (3) the Baltic states, and (4) Russia and Ukraine have been published, 
including shorter policy documents in the national languages of each respective country. 
These are now available for free download and dissemination on the MEMOCRACY website. 

¶ Academic Publications and Media Engagement:  High-profile peer-reviewed journal 
articles and book publications by consortium members have been released, along with 
numerous expert commentaries in media outlets. These contributions have enriched public 
debates on the future of liberal democracy. 

¶ Online Webinars:  Recordings of webinars on the legal aspects of transitional justice and 
memory are now available for viewing. 

¶ Digital Presence:  Our website, along with an active account on X (formerly known as 
Twitter), features comprehensive study reports, policy briefs, and other insights from 
MEMOCRACY consortium members. 

¶ Global Perspective:  The project has also extended its focus to examine memory 
governance on a global scale, comparing legal developments in Europe with those in Latin 
America and East Asia. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/f42ed5f9bc4c/memocracy-newsletter-16518053
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L64-XoqORb4hVyf8VlC2UAwIvuVJABWf/view
https://memocracy.eu/
https://x.com/MEMOCRACY_team
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MEMOCRACY TEAM 

(See the First Newsletter for full intros of all Team Members) 

 

Principal Investigators  

 

Prof. Angelika Nußberger (@ahnussberger on X) 

Prof.  Angelika Nußberger,  head  of MEMOCRACY research  consortium, is 

currently a professor  at Cologne University teaching international law and 

comparative constitutional law.  

 

Dr. Uladzislau Belavusau (@Ulad_Belavusau 

on X) 

Dr. Uladzislau Belavusau  is a Senior Researcher in European law at the 

T.M.C. Asser Institute ï University of Amsterdam (the Netherlands) leading  

the Dutch team of the MEMOCRACY project.  

 

 

&³Ŷ  ӁX¦´J«T³J +Ӂ ´ÊNÊÉ┐´¦J-Grabias 

Dr. Aleksandra GliszczyŒska-Grabias is  an Assistant Professor at the Institute 

of Law Studies of the Polish Academy of Sciences  leading the Polish team of 

the MEMOCRACY project .  

 

 

 

Prof. Maria Mälksoo (@MMalksoo on X) 

Prof . Maria Mälksoo is a Professor  of International Relations at the University 

of Copenhagen  leading the Danish team of the MEMOCRACY project .  

 

 

 

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/f42ed5f9bc4c/memocracy-newsletter-16518053
https://twitter.com/Ulad_Belavusau
https://twitter.com/MMalksoo
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MEMOCRACY TEAM:  

A New Member  joing the Polish team in 2023  

  

Dr. Patryk I. Labuda (@pilabuda on X) 

Patryk I. Labuda (Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute 

of Legal Studies) is a researcher in the Polish 

MEMOCRACY team  who joined the team in 2023 . He 

was previously an Assistant Professor of (International) 

Criminal Law at the University of Amsterdam and a 

Swiss National Science Foundation postdoctoral fellow 

at the New York University School of Law, the Fletcher 

School of Law of Diplomacy, and the University of 

Zurich. Patryk holds a PhD from the Geneva Graduate 

Institute of International and Development Studies.  

Patryk has 14 years of work and research experience in 

Africa, with a regional focus on the law, politics and 

history of the Democratic Republic of Congo, Central 

African Republic, Sudan and South Sudan. His current 

research focuses on global governance an d relations 

between the óGlobal Southô and óGlobal Eastô, in particular Eastern Europe and Africa, in the wake of the 

2022 invasion of Ukraine.  

Patrykôs first book is óInternational Criminal Tribunals and Domestic Accountability: In the Courtôs 

Shadowô (Oxford University Press). His work has featured in the Yale Journal of International Law, Leiden 

Journal of International Law, European Journal of International Law, Journal of International Criminal 

Justice, Journal of Conflict and Security Law, Journal  on the Use of Force and International Law, and 

numerous edited books.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/pilabuda
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/international-criminal-tribunals-and-domestic-accountability-9780198868842?cc=ee&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/international-criminal-tribunals-and-domestic-accountability-9780198868842?cc=ee&lang=en&
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MEMOCRACY Consortium events in 202 3-2024 

 

MEMOCRACY team 4th project meeting ς at the T.M.C. Asser Institute in the Hague 
 

On 11 March 2024, the consortium teams of 

the MEMOCRACY project represented by its 

members from the universities in Cologne 

and Copenhagen, as well as from the Polish 

Academy of Sciences (in Warsaw) gathered 

on the premises of the T.M.C. Asser Institute 

in the Hague, to unite for the project 

meeting with the Dutch team.  

The project participants discussed plans for 

the final year of the project, including the 

joint publications and the dissemination of 

the research results at the remaining 

workshop in Florence and the upcoming 

project conference in Munich in September 

2024. 
 

 

Workshop: Connecting Memory Laws in Latin America, East Asia and Europe 
 

On 12 March 2024, a unique ς in its 
international scope ς MEMOCRACY 
workshop took place at the premises of 
the T.M.C. Asser Institute in the Hague. 

 
The MEMOCRACY project has brought a 
cohort of scholars from Latin America 
and East Asia to explore the topic of 
ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƭŀǿǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
history as a worldwide phenomenon. 
The workshop has unpacked how various 
legal measures govern the 
representation of the historical past. 
Most recently, the topic of memory laws 

has been actively discussed in the comparative scholarship in the context of the legal bans on historical 
speech, proliferating in, particular, in Central and Eastern Europe, since the 2010s.  The theme of the 
workshop explored memory laws further, beyond the geographic scope of Europe. The event gathered legal 

https://www.asser.nl/media/796967/12-march-2024_hague-workshop-program.pdf
https://www.asser.nl/media/796967/12-march-2024_hague-workshop-program.pdf
https://www.asser.nl/education-events/events/?id=4349
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scholars, experts from social sciences and practitioners from Latin America and East Asia discussing the 
diverse ways these regions have been dealing with memory laws and memory policies. 
 
The current workshop was the result of earlier exchanges with East Asian researchers in Tokyo and Seoul, as 
well as with  Latin American researchers in Brazil, culminating in the unique connection of the workshop 
organised in The Hague.  
 
Prof Yunjeong Joo (Pusan National University, South Korea), Prof Satoshi Yokodaido (Keio University, Japan), 
Prof Junko Kotani (Shizuoka University, Japan), Dr Vincent K.L. Chang (Leiden University, the Netherlands), 
Dr Sandra M. Rios Oyola (Utrecht University, the Netherlands), Prof Carlos Pérez Ricart (Centro de 
Investigación y Docencia Económicas, and Commissioner in the Commission on Access to Truth, Historical 
Clarification and Justice for Serious Human  Rights Violations in Mexico,1965-1990, Mexico), Prof André 
!ƴŘǊŀŘŜ όWǳŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ŀǘ ¦b9{!Σ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛŘŀŘŜ 9ǎǘłŎƛƻ ŘŜ {łΣ .ǊŀȊƛƭύΣ ŀƴŘ 5Ǌ aƛǊƻǎƱŀǿ {ŀŘƻǿǎƪƛ 
(University of Strathclyde, UK) provided their insightful presentations. 
 

A joint workshop by MEMOCRACY and European University Institute (EUI) on memory 

laws in Russia and Ukraine 

 

 
 

https://www.asser.nl/about-the-asser-institute/news/connecting-historical-memory-governance-in-latin-america-and-east-asia/
https://memocracy.eu/news/the-memocracy-consortium-exchanges-research-accounts-with-leading-east-asian-scholars-at-keio-university-in-tokyo
https://memocracy.eu/news/memocracy-project-members-discussed-memory-laws-at-international-workshop-at-seoul-national-university
https://memocracy.eu/news/workshops-on-memory-laws-and-freedom-of-speech-in-rio-de-janeiro
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On 30 May 2024, a workshop, jointly organized by the Dutch MEMOCRACY team (Dr. Ulad Belavusau and 
Dr. Andrii Nekoliak) and Prof. Monika Báar (EUI), took place at the premises of the European University 
Institute (Florence, Italy). 
 
This was the last of the MEMOCRACY consortium workshops dedicated to the country studies (with previous 
workshops covering Estonia, Germany, Hungary, Poland, Latvia, and Lithuania), this time co-organized by the 
History Department of the EUI and the Asser Institute, and dedicated to memory laws and policies of Russia 
and Ukraine. 
 
The first panel of the workshop, chaired by Dr. Ulad Belavusau (Asser senior researcher in European law), 
focused on the presentation and critical discussion with scholars and practitioners in the field of the Study 
Report by Dr. Andrii Nekoliak (T.M.C. Asser postdoctoral researcher). His study report that will be finalized 
in the summer 2024, taking on board the recommendations received during the workshop, in particular, 
from the leading specialists on transitional justice, European law and memory politics, including Prof Adam 
_ŀȊƻǿǎƪƛ (University of Westminster, UK), Prof Buhm-Suk Baek (Kyung Hee University Law School, South 
Korea), Prof Nikolay Koposov (Georgia Tech, USA), Anastasiia Vorobiova (Polish Academy of Sciences, 
Poland). 
 
In his presentation, Dr. Andrii Nekoliak unpacked the various legal measures that regulate the representation 
of the historical past, comparing the legal developments in Russia and Ukraine. In recent years, the topic of 
memory laws has been actively discussed in the comparative scholarship in the context of the legal bans on 
historical speech, proliferating in Central and Eastern Europe, since the 2010s. The diverse ways in which 
states approach the historical past as well as the compatibility of such legislation with international and 
European law, in particular with the European Convention on Human Rights, are often at stake. 
aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƳƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƭŀǿǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ǿŀǊ ƛƴ 
¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ ǎǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻōƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΦ ±ƭŀŘƛƳƛǊ tǳǘƛƴΩǎ ǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳary 2022 advanced a quasi-historical justification that denied the 
ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀŎȅ ƻŦ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƭŀƛƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘŜƴŀȊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ Domestically alike, Russian memory laws 
bear a particularly repressive character. 
 
In the second part of the workshop, a panel of the renowned scholars and experts discussed and 
ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǳŀƭƛȊŜŘ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ŀƴŘ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΩǎ ǘǊŀƧŜŎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΦ  
The study reports and policy briefs (including in national languages) from these workshops can be 
found here, including the study report of on Ukraine and Russia, that will be finalized during the summer 
2024, taking on board the recommendations received during this workshop in Florence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eui.eu/people?id=monika-baar
https://www.asser.nl/about-the-asser-institute/news/new-research-project-the-challenge-of-populist-memory-politics-for-europe-towards-effective-responses-to-militant-legislation-on-the-past-memocracy/
https://memocracy.eu/project-workshops
https://memocracy.eu/policy-briefs
https://www.coleurope.eu/whoswho/person/adam.lazowski
https://www.coleurope.eu/whoswho/person/adam.lazowski
https://khu.elsevierpure.com/en/persons/buhm-suk-baek
https://hsoc.gatech.edu/people/person/caff9f25-839a-503c-b121-833fc809cc9f
https://inp.pan.pl/anastasiia-vorobiova/
https://dspace.ut.ee/items/8a54a8ea-9c7b-4427-a53c-4a0574af7851
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4178638
https://verfassungsblog.de/weaponizing-russias-memory-law/
https://memocracy.eu/policy-briefs
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New MEMOCRACY Study Report s are out in 2024  

άMemory Laws in the Baltic Statesέ 

by 5ƻǾƛƭŤ {ŀƎŀǘƛŜƴŤ  

The report provides an overview of the memory laws that codify the remembrance of 
the Nazi and Soviet eras in the three Baltic states: Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. The 
report summarizes the distinct patterns of mnemonic legal regulation in the Baltic 
states, including national and international case law, the related controversies and 
the background of memory legislation in a compact format. 

The pertinent Baltic legislation is contextualised against the backdrop of the relevant 
European standards, largely set before the Baltic states became part of the European 
Union (EU) in 2004. Memory laws in the Baltic states were adopted in the course of 
dealing not only with their past during the Nazi German occupation (1941-1944), but 
also with the two Soviet occupations (1940-1941 and 1944-1990, respectively). 
²ƘŜǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭƛƴƎ bŀȊƛ ǇŀǊǘȅ όbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ƻŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ DŜǊƳŀƴ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ tŀǊǘȅύ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ 

accountable for their crimes, the Communist Party of the Soviet Union never assumed any responsibility, and attempts 
ŀǘ ŀ Ψwǳǎǎƛŀƴ bǳǊŜƳōŜǊƎΩ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ мффнΦ ¢ƘŜ .ŀƭǘƛŎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
with the Nazi destruction of the local and European Jewry (especially in Latvia and Lithuania) and the role of local 
communist parties during the Soviet occupations of the Baltic states. The legacy of communism continues to shape 
politics and society in this region to this day. Shorter policy briefs of the report are available also in Lithuanian, Latvian, 
and Estonian on the MEMOCRACY website. 

άaŜƳƻǊȅ [ŀǿǎ ƛƴ wǳǎǎƛŀ ŀƴŘ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜέ 

by Andrii Nekoliak 

The report provides an overview of memory laws in Russia and Ukraine. 
¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ǿŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻōƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
historical memory for a military conflict. Russian official rationale for 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 was enshrined in the 
quasi-ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ΨƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΩΦ Lƴ 
contrast, Ukrainians present the current warfare as a step in a 
continuous struggle against Russian imperialism. It is against this 
backdrop that the report analyses how politics of memory in both 
nations has nurtured distinct legal frameworks on memory governance 
codified in memory laws over time. It examines and explains several 
variations in law-making on historical memory between two countries: 
(a) the variation in the ideational profiles (content) of the memory 
legislation; (b) the variation in the punitive constellations of the 
memory legislation ς that is in the intenŘŜŘ ΨǇǳƴƛǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΩ ƻŦ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ 
and Ukrainian memory laws; (c) the variation in socio-legal 
consequences of punitive memory laws as measured vis-à-vis ECHR 
law, and in practice by national law enforcement and courts. Among 
findings of the report, the repressive and non-repressive character of 
laws, the differing mechanisms of law-making in Russia and Ukraine, 
respectively, are highlighted.   

The full report in English, as well as shorter policy briefs based on the report are published in English, Russian, and 
Ukrainian and available for download. 

https://admin.memocracy.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MEMOCRACYrapport-10H.pdf
https://admin.memocracy.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MemoryLawsPBLithuanian-4H.pdf
https://admin.memocracy.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MemoryLawsPBLatvian-4H.pdf
https://admin.memocracy.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MemoryLawsPBEstonian-5H.pdf
https://admin.memocracy.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Nekoliak_Memory-Laws-in-Russia-and-Ukraine-final.pdf
https://admin.memocracy.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Nekoliak_Memory-Laws-in-Russia-and-Ukraine-final.pdf
https://admin.memocracy.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Done-PB2-Memory-Laws-in-Russia.pdf
https://admin.memocracy.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/PB-%D0%97%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BD%D1%8B-%D0%BE%D0%B1-%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BF%D0%B0%D0%BC%D1%8F%D1%82%D0%B8-%D0%B2-%D0%A0%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B8-1.pdf
https://admin.memocracy.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/PB-%D0%97%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B8-%D1%96%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BD%D1%83-%D0%BF%D0%B0%D0%BC%D1%8F%D1%82%D1%96-%D0%B2-%D0%A3%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%97%D0%BD%D1%96-1.pdf
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Major other academic events in  2023-2024 

MEMOCRACY principal investigator Prof. Maria 

Mälksoo (University of Copenhagen) and 

postdoctoral researcher Dr Dovilƍ Sagatienƍ 

(University of Copenhagen) participated at the 

Sixteenth Pan -European Conference on International 

Relations held at the Universi ty of Potsdam in 

Germany from  5th to 9th  September 2023.  

 

 

 

 

On 14 -16 September 2023, Anastasiia Vorobiova of 

the  Polish MEMOCRACY team had presented a paper 

entitled ñRussian Imperialism and Mnemonic 

Dominance: The International Law Perspective on 

Changing Memory Landscape of Russia -Occupied 

Territories of Ukraine ò during a research symposium 

hosted by the Kiel University.  

 

 

 

On 4 October 2023, Prof. Maria Mälksoo (University 

of Copenhagen) took part in an invited online 

roundtable discussion on ñDecolonizing Effects of the 

War in Ukraine: Baltic and Ukrainian Perspectivesò. 

The webinarò hosted by the Association for the 

Advancement of Baltic Studies addressed the full -

scale war in Ukraine as  a potential move toward 

decolonization. Decolonization refers to resisting 

Russia and asserting new identities and 

subjectivities. Which processes of decolonization are 

taking place in Ukra ine and the Baltic states?  
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On 11 October 2023, Dr. Andrii Nekoliak of the Dutch 

MEMOCRACY team, presented a paper at the KonKoop 

workshop in Regensburg dedicated to the legal 

dynamics of Ukraineôs memory politics since Russiaôs 

2022 full - scale invasion. The next day, Dr. Nekoliak 

presented a paper entitled óThe Politics of Memory 

Laws  in the Parliaments of Russia and Ukraine in 

1991 ð2022ô at the 10th Annual Conference of the 

Leibniz Institute for East and Southeast European Studies (IOS).  

 

On 12 -13 October 2023, Dr. Grazyna Baranowska (a post -doctoral researcher in the Polish 

team of the MEMOCRACY project) and Dr. Ulad Belavusau (a senior researcher in the Dutch 

team of the MEMOCRACY project) attended a conference titled óPrecarious Constitutionalismô 

discussing the rule of law in Europe and Latin America, organized by the Czech Academy of 

Sciences (Villa Lana, Prague). Dr. Baranowska presented a paper on óProtecting the Good Name 

of the Nation as Memory Lawô and Dr. Belavusau presented a paper on óThe Rise of Mnemonic 

Constitutionalism in Central and Eastern Europeô. 

 

On 5 December 2024, Maria Mälksoo, the Principal Investigator of 

the Danish MEMOCRACY team, delivered an inaugural lecture at the 

University of Copenhagen. Previously, she was appointed Professor 

of International Relations at the Department of Political Science in 

July 2023.  

 

 

 

 

Dr. Dovilƍ Sagatienƍ of the Danish MEMOCRACY 

team attended the Forum on Dialogue, 

Remembrance and Solidarity in Berlin on October 

16 -17, organized by European Network 

Remembrance and Solidarity  
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On 24  October 2023, Dr. Uladzislau Belavusau  (Senior 

Researcher at the T.M.C Asser Institute / University of 

Amsterdam and the Principal Investigator at the Dutch team of 

MEMOCRACY consortium) dispensed a guest lecture on ñMemory 

Laws and Constitutional Policies in the Context of the Russian 

Aggress ion in Ukraineò, at Korea Universityôs Peace & Democratic 

Institute (Seoul, South Korea).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The MEMOCRACY Consortium exchange d research accounts 

with Leading East Asian scholars at Keio University in Tokyo  

On 30 October 2023, Dr. Aleksandra GliszczyŒska-Grabias 

(Head of the Polish team), Dr. Uladzislau Belavusau (Head of 

the Dutch team) and Prof. Maria Mälksoo (Head of the Danish 

team) presented their research at a workshop on memory 

laws in East Asia and Eu rope at Keio University (Tokyo, 

Japan).  The event was organized by Prof. Junko Kotani 

(Shizouka University), who presented on the ñIntroduction to 

Memory Laws in Japanò, and Prof. Satoshi Yokodaido (Keio 

University), who presented on the topic of ñEngraving 

Memory in Constitutions: In the Case of the Japanese 

Constitutionôs Preambleò. Their panel was joined by a South Korean scholar, Prof. Buhm-Suk 

Baek (Kyun Hee University), who discussed ñMemocracy in South Koreaò.  

Prof. Mälksoo ( University of Copenhagen ) presented her research ñDeterrence by Means of 

Memory Laws and Policies: Examples from China and Russiaò;  Dr. GliszczyŒska-Grabias (Polish 

Academy of Sciences) presented on the ñHistory, Memory and Populist Politics in Polandò; Dr. 

Belavusau (Asser Institute ï University of Amsterdam) presented about ñThe Rise of Mnemonic 

Constitutionalism in Europeò. 
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On 13 November 2023, Dr. Uladzislau Belavusau delivered a 

presentation on ñBelarus as a Missing Particle of the Puzzle in 

the Memory Wars in the Context of Russiaôs War against 

Ukraineò. The Hybrid Conference was titled ñGenocides and 

Memories: Russiaôs War Against Ukraine in Comparative 

Perspectiveò.  

 

 

 

 

 

On 17 November  2023 , Dr. Patryk Labuda of the 

Polish MEMOCRACY team gave a talk about óThe 

international communityôs responses to the 

Russo -Ukraine war and what it tells us about 

Central and Eastern Europeôs position in 

international legal hierarchiesô (Reakcje 

spoğecznoŜci miňdzynarodowej na wojnň w 

Ukrainie jako przyczyn ek do dyskusji na temat 

pozycji Europy Ŝrodkowo-wschodniej w 

hierarchiach prawnomiňdzynarodowychô). 

Commemorating the 100th anniversary of the Polish Branch of the International Law 

Associ ation, the conference was held from 15 to 17 November 2023 by the University of 

Szczecin Law Department in Szczecin, Poland, with a dozen panels, a roundtable debate, and 

over 100 participants.  

 

On 15 December 2023, Dr. Dovilƍ Sagatienƍ of the Danish 

MEMOCRACY team presented on memory regulation in the 

Baltics states during the Symposium on óThe European Security 

Order Following Russiaôs War in Ukraine.  
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From 7 to 10 December 2023, Dr. Patryk Labuda of  

the Polish MEMOCRACY team attended a high - level 

summit in Lviv, Ukraine, co -organized by the 

American Society of International Law and the 

Ukraine Association of International Law. Attended 

by 75 international and 75 Ukrainian legal experts, 

the summit examined a variety of questio ns arising 

from Russiaôs full-scale invasion of Ukraine, ranging 

from sanctions and accountability to migration and 

post -conflict reconstruction. Dr. Labuda discussed 

his ongoing re search on potential aggression 

prosecutions of Russian officials in a panel on 

óAccountability for the Leadership Crime of 

Aggression.ô  

 

On 8  February 2023, Dr. Uladzislau Belavusau (Head of the 

Dutch MEMOCRACY Team and Senior Researcher at the T.M.C 

Asser Instituut/University of Amsterdam) presented his 

research on memory laws and mnemonic constitutionalism at 

a two -day workshop titled óMemory Politics and the Russo-

Ukrainian Warô. The event took place at the Central European 

University in Vienna (Austria).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 21 March 2024, MEMOCRACY  Team held a webinar  ñMemory 

Laws and the Rule of Lawò. At the webinar, presenters  discuss ed 

the contributions to the Special Section ñMemory laws and the 

Rule of Lawò that has just came out in the European 

Constitutional Law Review .  

Introduction: Dr. Anna Wójcik and Dr. Paula Rhein -Fischer  

Prof. Gábor Halmai (European University Institute): The Misuse of the Past for Political 

Purposes: Memory Politics in Hungary  

Dr. Aleksandra GliszczyŒska-Grabias (Polish Academy of Science) (paper co -authored by Adam 

Bodnar): Strategic Lawsuits against Public Participation (SLAPPs) and the Governance of 

Historical Memory  

Dr. GraŨyna Baranowska (Hertie School): Protecting the Good Name of the Nation as a Memory 

Law  
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Dr. Paula Rhein -Fischer (University of Cologne) and Dr. Anna Wójcik (Polish Academy of Science 

and Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law): Politicisation of 

Constitutional Review of Memory Laws  

Moderator: Dr. Maria Mälksoo (University of Copenhagen) . 

 

In spring 2024, Dr. Paula Rhein -Fischer, the postdoctoral researcher in the German team, 

delivered two presentations to the audiences in Germany. On 19 March 2024, Dr. Rhein -Fischer 

spoke at the training event for the German Police University (online) on ñDemonstrieren im 

Kontext internationaler Konflikte: Grenzen der Meinungs -  und Versammlungsfreiheitñ 

(Protesting in the context of international conflicts: the limits of freedom of expression and 

assembly) . On 17 April 2024, Dr. Rhein -Fischer spoke about ñErinnerung per Gesetz: Von den 

Vorzügen und Gefahren von Erinnerungsgesetzen (Remembering through law: on advantages 

and downsides of memory law), at the workshop ñDer schwierige Umgang mit dem Holocaustñ 

(The difficult dealing with the Holocaust)  at the Leibniz Institute for Contemporary History  in 

München . 

 

On 21 March 2024, Dr. Uladzislau Belavusau, the head of the 

Dutch MEMOCRACY team, gave a public guest lecture on 

memory politics in Belarus  at Ghe nt University . The lecture was 

dedicated to óHistorical Imagery and Mnemonic 

Constitutionalism: the Case of Belarus in the Context of the 

Russo -Ukrainian Warô. It highlighted constitutional law and 

memory politics in Belarus.  

Dr. Alina Cherviatsova from the Human Rights Center  at Ghent 

University acted as a moderator of this event. The lecture was 

organized by the Ukraine -plus Knowledge Center and Marie 

Skğodowska-Curie research project ñTo Destroy or to Preserve? 

Monuments, Law and Democracy in Europeò (MELoDYE), in the 

framew ork of the Eureast Platform in Ghent.  

 

 

 

On 25 March 2024,  Dr. Dovilƍ Sagatienƍ of the Danish 

MEMOCRACY team  presented a scientific report that 

provides a detailed overview of memory regulation 

models in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania since 1990, 

challenges in implementing certain legal acts and the 

significance of memory laws for European memory policy 

and regio nal stability in the future after the war. The 

event was moderated by Prof. Dr. Tomas JaneliƸnas. 

 


